
The beginning of  the new school year always feels like a fresh start: a time to get excited for all the new experiences to come, 
the new friends to meet, the possibilities to explore. This year, the COVID 19 year, presented challenges we could never have               
anticipated. Our faculty and staff is excited to be teaching in person and have adapted their classrooms for social distancing.    
Teachers are managing in-classroom and distance-learning students. We have new health protocols, revised cleaning standards, 
redesigned mealtimes, different classroom setups, and new recess protocols. It’s challenging, but with the Sí Se Puede spirit at San 
Juan Diego Academy, we know that we are doing our best for our students and community.

San Juan Diego Celebrates 10 Years!
Holy Name of  Jesus School was founded in 1908. In school year 2010-2011 San Juan Diego Academy opened its doors.
Ten years ago, some very forward-thinking individuals looked at the declining enrollment at Holy Name of  Jesus parish school 
and realized that a change was necessary. The community around the school had changed, the needs at the parish had changed, 
but the desire to educate children in the Catholic tradition was still strong. Our new neighbors were from Latin America. Their 
strong  families, strong faith, and strong desire for better opportunities for themselves and their children echoed the motivation 
that brought many of  our ancestors to West Michigan a couple of  generations ago. Catholic schools have traditionally supported       
immigrants, helping to pave the way for the next generation to build on their families’ hard work. But how to fund our “new” 
school? Our families were (and are) living at the poverty level and we knew they could not afford full tuition. It was determined that 
every family would pay 5 percent of  their gross income as a basis for all students attending our school. So how did we fill the gap? 
Our Founding Angels led the way. The following listed donors have supported us from the very beginning. 

Over the last ten years our list of  donors has grown. We thank every one of  you. Your generosity has made a significant impact on 
the lives of  our students. Our test scores in reading and math soar above those of  our neighborhood public and charter schools. 
SJDA students go on to high school and meet with similar success, and they all graduate. We have done this together. We meet     
every challenge, we persevere, and we have faith. You make this possible. You are helping to create the leaders this community 
needs, your support fulfills the dreams of  Latino immigrant families, and your hands are the ones reaching back to lift our students 
into the future. We want you to know how clearly we realize that, and how grateful we are for it. Thank you!

¡Sí Se Puede!
Fall Newsletter 2020

Margaret Annerino 
Owen & Shirley Bieber 
Terry & Karen Bocian 
Daniel & Sharon Bowen 
Gregory Brock 
Dave & Carol Burgess 
Fred & Sue Colligan 
Kenneth & Elizabeth Czekaj 
Thomas Deja 

Dominican Sisters GR
Fr. Stephen Dudek
St. Sebastian Church 
Kevin & Katherine Ecclesine 
Larry Sr. & Nancy Erhardt 
William & Marty Fisher 
Rosa Fraga & Dung Nguyen 
Brian & Melissa Gary 

Mike & Vita LaMora 
Gerard & Bernie Maitner 
Steve & Teresa Massie 
Holy Redeemer Parish 
Kenneth & Edie Muraski 
Bob & Lisa Novosad
Cynthia Ritter 
Tom Sarb & Ruth Ann Brevitz 

Steelcase Foundation 
Jim & Ann Sowle 
Richard & Judith Streng 
Ronald & Geraldine 
Urbanski 
Mary Vaccaro 
Daniel & Eileen Vaughan 
Fr. Donald Weber 
Ronald Zapolnik

1650 Godfrey Ave SW Wyoming, MI | (616) 965-9660 | www.sanjuandiegoacademy.com

Yes We Can! 



Monthly Donors
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Since the beginning of  this fiscal year JULY 1, 2020  the following organizations and individuals 
blessed San Juan Diego Academy with gifts to help underwrite the tuition assistance for our Latino                
families living in need.   

Making a Difference: The Many Ways to Support SJDA
Do you or family members shop on Amazon? San Juan Diego Academy is a registered charity with Amazon. Instead of  going 
to amazon.com sign into smile.amazon.com. You will use the same login and password; the difference is that all eligible 
purchases will generate funds for San Juan Diego Academy (.05 percent). Amazon will remember your selection, and then 
every eligible purchase you make through AmazonSmile will result in a donation.
Last quarter AmazonSmile donations contributed $154.37 to our school!

1
Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs)
When planning your IRA withdrawal strategy, you may want to consider making a charitable donation through a QCD – 
Qualified Charitable Distribution. A QCD is a direct transfer of  funds from your IRA custodian, payable to a qualified charity 
(like San Juan Diego Academy). QCDs can be counted toward satisfying your required minimum distributions (RMDs) for 
the year. In addition to supporting your favorite charity, a QCD excludes the amount donated from taxable income, which is 
unlike regular withdrawals from an IRA. Please consult your financial advisor for more details and to get information on the 
CARES Act which included three major changes to charitable giving.
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Gifting Appreciated Stock
Make a bigger impact by donating long-term appreciated securities, including stock, bonds, and mutual funds, directly to 
San Juan Diego Academy. Compared with donating cash or selling your appreciated securities and contributing the after-tax 
proceeds, you may be able to automatically increase your gift and your tax deduction. When you donate stock to charity, you 
will generally take a tax deduction for the full fair market value. And because you are donating stock, your contribution and 
tax deduction may instantly increase over 20%.  If  you would prefer to donate bonds or mutual funds, the same benefits apply. 
Please contact Jackie Stetson for more information on donating appreciated stock. 616-965-9664.
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Community businesses provide sanitizer                                                           
and cleaning products for SJDA. 

SJDA parent Michael Tufflemire put his networking skills to work 
and organized fellow business leaders in our community to donate 
much-needed disinfectant wipes and hand sanitizer for our students. 
Each student received a personal refillable bottle of  hand sanitizer, 
and each teacher’s classroom received containers of  disinfecting 
wipes. We sincerely thank the following businesses for helping us 
keep our students safe. Thank you! 
Kent Count Real Estate, Morales Auto Body & Paint, Stedman          
Insurance Agency, Inc, Grand Rapids Tech, Long Road Distillers, 
Team Mortgage Company, and José Abreu Graphic Studio 


